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ACTIVE 
REQUESTS 
PAGE

• Summarizes 
the jobs by 
capability.

• Calibration 
capability 
has 
additional 
boxes for 
manual 
running and 
auto-
calibration.
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REQUEST PAGE
• First iteration:

• State is “awaiting QA”
• Hit “View Weblog” to 

see the weblog 
(opens in new tab)

• Edit the internal 
notes.

• If a rerun is required, 
hit “Create new 
version”

• If you want to know 
about the 
observation, proposal 
information is now 
available

If no rerun, edit the QA 
notes and hit “Send to 
Stage 2”.

Processing directory location





MAKING 
ANOTHER 
VERSION
• After clicking on 

“create new version” 
you have the option 
to upload files, e.g. a 
cont.dat file to set 
the continuum 
ranges for a spectral 
line observation if 
findcont fails. 



MAKING ANOTHER 
VERSION - II

• You will need to 
select the new 
version from the 
drop-down menu

• When you do that, 
the PPR and 
flagtemplate (and 
any other file e.g. 
cont.dat) will be 
available to edit.



ADDING A CONT.DAT FILE
• If the continuum subtraction is poor, a file called cont.dat can be uploaded to the files for  follow-n imaging 

pipeline runs when making a new version. This is used to specify the exact range(s) of frequency to be fit for 
continuum. Note that this should not be added to cal+img reruns as the cont.dat file is also used by statwt. 
This should only be done by the stage-2 reviewer until we have more experience with the spectral line 
pipeline.

• cont.dat is a plain text file containing the continuum ranges per spectral window, per field, example (but check 
pipeline docs for recent format changes):



EDITING

• Files can be 
edited directly in 
the interface

• Hitting “save”or 
“Save and Close” 
button will save 
the file to the 
database (note 
there are 
sometimes a few 
seconds of lag, so 
don’t submit the 
new version 
immediately you 
finish editing).



QA STEPS
• SRDP: Once the stage-1 reviewer is satisfied with the calibration, they should complete the QA notes and hit “Send to Stage-2”. The 

assigned stage-2 reviewer should then look at the data, and either: 

• If the calibration and imaging  is good, make any final edits to the QA notes and hit ”QAPass”. There is also an option to add a 
message to the user to highlight any outstanding issues with the data (“QA Pass with message”).

• If only the calibration is good, the Stage-2 reviewer can hit the “QA Calibration-Only Pass” button (with optional message) and 
add a note about the image failing in the QA notes. They can then either not image the data at all, or launch a follow-on image 
job in which they can image with modified parameters/flagging.

• If it is a QA2 pass but SRDP fail, then remove the SRDP check on the active requests page and hit QAPass.

• Hit “return to Stage-1” with a note in the internal notes that describes the suggested action:

• Change parameters/flagging and rerun.

• Fail entire request (QA2 fail, calibration not archived and “Do not calibrate” set) (or the stage-2 reviewer can do this 
themselves).

• Non-SRDP: 

• The Stage-1 reviewer should hit the “Send to Stage-2” button (with no assigned Stage-2 reviewer) and QAPass  (or fail) the 
request themselves. There is also the option to select a Stage-2 reviewer and send it to Stage-2 if the Stage-1 reviewer has a 
specific issue they would like investigated.



STAGE-2 REVIEW



STAGE-2



IMAGE QA

• CARTA opens in 
directory below 
products/working, 
allowing 
examination of 
either directory for 
diagnostic 
purposes.
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FOLLOW-
ON  
IMAGE 
REQUEST



IMAGING



IMAGE QA

• CARTA opens in 
directory below 
products/working, 
allowing 
examination of 
either directory for 
diagnostic 
purposes.

• Unlike calibration, 
multiple versions of 
images CANNOT be 
ingested, so images 
should be SRDP. 
(Special case of 
time critical, where 
non-SRDP images 
can be considered.)



BEST PRACTICES/HINTS AND TIPS/TROUBLESHOOTING

• There is a limit of about 20 jobs that will start at once due to archive thread limitations. Even this might 
be a bit large if the archive is busy. If starting from a backlog (e.g. end of move), we suggest starting no 
more than 10 at once, waiting ~1hr for the downloads to clear (indicated in the “NGAS Download 
Status” column), then starting another ~10, and clear the queue before setting the Processing Settings 
to RUN).

• If the job errors or appears to hang a good place to look is the condor.log file

• Go to the processing_dir listed on the request page, the condor.log file is in the top level of the spool directory.

• Clues that things went wrong are phrases like “job evicted” in the log.

• Data are not copied back to the processing directory until the job is complete. 

• The wf_inspector tool will allow you to check on a running job

• Login to mcilroy as vlapipe, then activate_profile dsoc-prod, go to /lustre/aoc/cluster/pipeline/dsoc-
test/workspaces/sbin and run wf_inspector <req no.> -v <version> e.g. wf_inspector 96 –v 4 to look at req 96, version 4.



CANCELLING REQUESTS AND VERSIONS

• A request can be cancelled on 
the request page by going to the 
drop-down menu on the right of 
the status in the top-left and 
selecting “Cancel this request”. 
Note that this will delete all 
versions of the request.

• A version can be cancelled by 
clicking on the “Cancel version” 
button on the bottom right. Note 
that the first version can not be 
canceled as the weblog from the 
initial version needs to be 
archived at the end of the 
process.



PROCESSING SETTINGS
Check with Drew/Amy before changing!



DATA DELIVERY AND EMAILS

• Data delivery is handled via automated emails that are sent after the data are ingested. 

• Email templates are available to edit on the “email templates” tab at the top-right of the interface. 

• Note that both the Std Calibration Complete and Std Cms Imaging Complete emails have two versions, 
one for SRDP and one for non-SRDP, the software will automatically pick the correct email. 

• Please do not edit the emails without talking to me, Amy and/or Drew!



EMAIL TEMPLATES Check with Drew/Amy before changing!
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